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Forward

Jesus: The Present of a lifetime
Do you remember Christmas as a child?  There was 
always that one toy that you really wanted.  The one 
that was advertised incessantly on TV.  The one you 
circled in the Sears catalog and dreamed about getting.

I remember desperately wanting a play kitchen.  You 
know, the ones with the sink, stove and fridge all 
connected?  And of course there was play food to go 
with it…and pots and pans.  I was seven years old that 
year.  I don’t remember anything else I got that year, but 
I do remember the kitchen.  I ran out Christmas 
morning to find it, and played with it non-stop all 
Christmas break.  It came with tin pots and pans, little 
plastic eggs and pretend canned food with Libby’s labels 
on them.  It was a dream come true!

Over the years, my “dream” Christmas gifts have come 
and gone.  I can’t remember most of them, but there’s 
one gift that I take time to reflect on often, and savor all 
year long.  That’s the gift of the Savior.

When Christ was born in meager surroundings, the 
people of earth were crying out for a gift.  They couldn’t 
circle it in a catalog because they didn’t really know 
what it was they needed…they just knew they were in 
desperate need.  When God in human form came to 
earth to live and to die for us… all of our Christmas lists 
were made obsolete.  The one gift we so desperately 
needed was delivered to us in the form of a child.  No 
longer do we need to seek after gifts that only bring us 
temporary joy.  We can seek after the gift that will fill us 
up for a lifetime.  

Stacey Johnson

The Loop is the newsletter of Smokey 
Point Community Church. To obtain 
your copy, pick one up in the church 
Lobby. You may also view The Loop 
online at our web site. To learn more 
about Smokey Point Community 
C h u rc h , v i s i t o u r w e b s i t e a t 
smokeypointcommunitychurch.org, or 
stop by the Guest Services Desk in the 
Lobby. Send Loop questions, comments 
to theloop@spcc-cma.org.  

mailto:theloop@spcc-cma.org
mailto:theloop@spcc-cma.org
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IN THE LOOP
What’s Happening at SPCC

CURRENT SERIES

The Exodus

THANK YOU!

Trees for Troops-Thank you!
We as a church just want to stop and thank all the 

volunteers and sponsors of our Trees for Troops event! 
Thank you so much for your time, money, resources, and 
prayers!  We couldn’t have done this without you and our 

great God!

ACCEPTING DONATIONS

DIAPER DRIVE
    Young MOPS is in its third year 
of serving the young moms in our 
community. We are a ministry that 
supports the spiritual and physical 
needs of these young women and 
their children. If you would like to 
help support this ministry, we will 
be having a Diaper Drive the 
month of January.  A lot of the 
time these moms do not have the 
finances to even buy diapers for 
their baby. You can be the hands 
and feet of Jesus by purchasing 
diapers (size 3 and  4’s needed 
mostly) and dropping them off in 
the lobby or office during the 
month of January. 
   If you’d like more information, 
please contact Tamie at the church 

In November we began our series on the book of Exodus. This series will 
consist of three parts, and continue over the next several months. 
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IN THE LOOP
What’s Happening at SPCC

  .

HAVE NEWS TO SHARE WITH THE CHURCH BODY?

FAMILY NEWS

   Our weekend services now have a new segment called “Family 
News”. In our weekly bulletin, the tear out now has a section 
that can be filled out and returned so we can contact you for 
more information. We’re looking for specific milestone events: 
births/adoptions, deaths, and milestone anniversaries (25, 50, 
55+). If you or someone in the church body has one of these 
events to share, you can either fill out the info card on the 
bulletin, or you can go onto our website under 
Resources>Family News and fill out the online form. 

UPDATE

Annual Meeting
Coming in February we’ll be having  
our annual all-church meeting 
during services. Don’t miss this 
opportunity to meet with the 
church body and have your say in 
the big yearly decisions of our 
church!

February 9th & 10th
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WELL SAID

Mark your calendars for these important dates!

Did you 

know? Did you know that The Loop is available to download online as 
a PDF or an iBook? Digital versions of The Loop save paper 
and sometimes include audio and videos. Check it out at 
www.smokeypointcommunitychurch.org.

FYI

Year End Giving
This year, our Year End Giving will 
be going towards missions. Half 
will be going towards the Great 
Commission Fund and the other 
half will be going towards SPCC 
Missions. Help bless our 
missionaries and pray about giving 
a little bit extra at the end of this 
year. To donate, write “Year End 
Giving” on your check or envelope. 
Also, there is an option for Year 
End Giving under Resources on 
our website.

UPDATE YOUR INFO

SPCC Online Directory
   If you’ve never visited our online 
directory before, please take a 
moment to do so. You can quickly 
set up an account and edit any 
incorrect information such as 
family members, addresses, or 
email address. 
   You can find the directory at 
SPCC’s website under 
Resources>Online Directory.
   The online directory is also 
useful for finding phone numbers 
of SPCC members when you need 
it and for registering for events. If 
you have any questions or need 
help setting up your account, 
please contact the church office at 
360.659.2844.

“You can never truly enjoy Christmas until you can look up into the Father’s face and tell 
him you have received his Christmas gift.” ~John R. Rice 

Children’s Musical
Christmas Eve Services
Starting Point
Blood Drive
Our Time With God 
Missions Week
Knowing God

Dec. 2 
Dec. 24
Jan. 12/13
Jan. 14   
Jan. 14 
Jan. 25-Feb. 3
Jan. 27
! !
! ! ! !
! ! ! !

Winter events
mark your calendars

http://www.smokeypointcommunitychurch.org
http://www.smokeypointcommunitychurch.org
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Whose
GIFT?

Reflections on the gift of 
foster care and adoption 
from members of our 
SPCC family...



A HOME FOR THE 
HOMELESS

Five years ago, my husband 
and I had just answered God’s 
call to foster care. However, 
when our home was licensed 
in September, we thought, 
“What child would want to 
come into our home during 
the holiday season?” We cross 
the state in a crowded van and 
meet with about 50 people 
they wouldn’t know with three 
children of our own; we are a 
slightly chaotic family. The 
thing is… we’ve learned that 
when God calls, you answer 
and that’s that. Just before 
Thanksgiving of 2007, Kevin 
and I had decided to do 
respite care for kids during 
our first holiday season as 
foster parents. We figured 
some foster families might 
need time to prepare and 
refresh during November and 
December, but God had other 
plans. On November 13th, I 
read Jeremiah 29:11… “For I 
know the plans I have for you,” 
declares the Lord, “plans to 
prosper you and not to harm 
you, plans to give you a hope 
and a future.” It really spoke to 
my heart and I would hold on 
to that verse in the months to 
come. We had just gotten our 
feet wet with our first respite 

placement, but when I walked 
in the door on November 14th, 
Kevin said “Cathy, you need to 
look at this.” When I read the 
message about a 2 ½ year old 
girl, it was like electricity 
surged through my body, and 
we both looked at each other. 
“I think we need to make a 
call,” I said. 

We had no idea that our call 
that day would lead to almost 
three years of growth through 
trials, we just knew that God 
had chosen our family to love, 

protect, teach, and encourage 
a young girl who might not get 
another chance to know Him. 
Our little lady had been 
through 2 other foster homes 
in her first weekend in care, 
but God’s love and strength 
kept us from giving up on her 
in those early weeks and 
months. What a gift we had to 
share that Christmas season. 
Yes, we made it across the 
state and back (the last hour 
each way was incredibly loud). 
But looking back, that time 
with extended family gave our 
precious addition a special 
gift. She found out that men 
aren’t all scary and that she 

was safe with us. Through that 
whole season, she was 
showered with tangible gifts 
plus the gift of love—even 
when she was hard to handle. 
During her stay with us, our 
family received the gift of 
character growth as we 
learned to lean on God. We’ve 
seen our daughters Sarah, 
Bethany, and Jessica care for 
people who may seem prickly 
to others. They have grown in 
love, peace, patience, kindness 
and goodness. These good 

gifts were given by a loving 
Father and can never be taken 
from them! We gave our foster 
daughter the gift of sharing 
our lives, home and faith 
before she was returned to her 
family. God is sovereign and 
loving. We do still have a great 
connection with her even 
though she went home in late 
2010.

Our next journey with 
fostering began as a result of 
God’s awesome leading as well. 
We realized that there is a 
severe need at holiday time for 
kids who would not celebrate 
Christmas with their family. 
Just before Christmas 2010, we 
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“The thing is… we’ve learned that when God calls, 
you answer and that’s that.”



took in a 1 year old boy. He 
came 2 days before Christmas, 
and with our family, celebrated 
the Savior’s birth. His brother 
came on January 3rd of the 
New Year, and God allowed us 
to give them the gift of living 
with siblings where otherwise 
they may have been split. 
Through continual prayer and 
listening for His guidance on 
discipline, priorities, and life 
in general, God has formed 
Kevin and I into a wonderful 
and dynamic team. 

Now, here’s the big question. 
Who received Christ’s gift in 
our story? All of us… our 
house is full of people who 
have been impacted by the 
Christ who gave up His 
heavenly home so long ago to 
be raised by the mom and dad 
who said yes to that 
electrifying statement from 
the angel. We were called, we 
obeyed, and we’ve been 
blessed!

                  Cathy Apgar

THE GIFT

It was a dark snowy night as 
we drove down the slushy 
road on the way to The Lights 
of Christmas.  Little did our 
boys know that we were about 
to confront them with a 

decision that could change our 
family in the years to come.  
We had spent much time in 
prayer and discussion and 
thought this would be the 
perfect time to drop the bait 
and see if we get a nibble.  It 
was a long drive and the 
excitement in the van was 
high.  The time had come.  

What would be the response 
of 3 boys ages 4-7 years old?  
Would they say: “Oh yuck!  No 
way!  Are you kidding?” 

In the dark of the night, 
driving down the road, we 
asked the boys what they 
thought about adopting a little 
girl into our family.  What an 
appropriate time to talk about 
such a significant, life 
changing event in our lives.  
Here we were on our way to 
the most amazing manger 
scene we have ever seen and 
there in that manger lay the 
Christ child, the most 
undeserving “gift” that God 
gave to us.  And, here we are 
asking the boys if they are 
open to having an amazing 
“gift” bless our family.  

Their excitement, if you can 
imagine squeals like 3 little 
pigs, was joyous and a 
confirmation that the Lord 
had something special He 
wanted to do in our family.  
That was a memory our family 
will never forget.  It was the 
beginning of God working on 
the hearts of those 3 boys and 

us as parents watching them 
grow in their faith as they 
waited and prayed for that 
little girl to arrive one day.  

Four years later the “gift” 
arrived!  They were much 
older by then but they 
understood what a miracle 
this little girl named Nicole 
was.  She had fought for her 
survival those first few weeks 
of her life and over a period of 
2 ½ years we watched her 
come and go out of our home, 
and each time she left, it broke 
our hearts.  But, God knew 
that we needed Nicole as 
much as she needed us.  We 
have to admit that when we 
started the foster-adopt 
process, it was all about what 
we wanted.  Soon we learned 
that it wasn’t about us, but 
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“Soon we learned that it wasn’t about us, but instead 
about Him.  He brought this “gift” into our lives for His 
glory and His purpose to further His kingdom.”



instead about Him.  He 
brought this “gift” into our 
lives for His glory and His 
purpose to further His 
kingdom.  

There are many other children 
like Nicole who need a loving 
family and we are thankful 
that the Lord put on our 
hearts the desire to adopt.  
She is a “gift” and she has a 
story that she is beginning to 
share as she gets older.  Nicole 
is now 12 years old and she 
serves in our church body and 
loves on our little ones in the 
early childhood program.  She 
has a heart that wants to serve 
and she loves to invite friends 
to anything spiritual.  She 
definitely is a light for Christ.  
I can picture them hugging 
one day!

Our family can’t imagine what 
life would have been without 
her.  We all realize what a 
treasure she is in our lives.  We 
didn’t deserve her but God 
blessed us with this special 
“gift”. What a picture of God’s 
love for us as He gave us 
Christ as His most perfect 
“gift”.  Not something we earn, 
but something He lavishes 
upon us with His loving grace.  

Every year at this time, I am 
reminded of that conversation 

in our van on that snowy 
winter night...      

                     Jo Huge

GIFT OF FAMILY

As Heather and I walked 
toward her car and prepared 
to embark on our honeymoon 
we turned and looked across 
the pond at all of our friends 
and family under the lights of 
a summer night.  They were 
laughing and dancing and 
bouncing around the dance 
floor like it was a massive 
bouncy house!  It warmed our 
hearts that everyone was 
there celebrating our union. It 
was a great gift to be known 
and loved by all of these 
people.  Looking back over five 
years we recognize that 
moment as a true blessing 
from God our Father.  It was a 
time to celebrate the gift of 
marriage, a time of excitement 
and newness.

Both of us are first-born 
children with big plans, critical 
minds and fragile and inflated 
egos.  We decided that we 
would wait to have kids until 
we were about a year into 
marriage and then we’d have 
2.5 just like we were supposed 
to as average Americans! The 
first year came and went and 
we found ourselves well into 
the “trying” to have kids mode.  
After more than a year of 
“trying” (basically this means 
calendars, thermometers, 

vitamins, and a host of other 
homeopathic baby making 
remedies) we decided to be 
seen by a reproductive 
specialist to make sure that 
biologically we were both up 
to the task.  We were, yet we 
still had not conceived. 

We prayed and talked with 
many of the same friends and 
family that were with us on 
our wedding day. During this 
time we came to ponder 
adoption more earnestly.  We 
had talked about adoption 
before and usually landed on 
“sure, let’s have a kid, learn the 
ropes, and then we can adopt”.  
Well the first part wasn’t 
happening so we began 
looking into adoption 
agencies.  Bethany Christian 
Services was our first 
endeavor.  Great people, smart 
and caring, professional, very 
holistic in their care for 
orphans.  We liked many of the 
things about them.  We could 
not however get over the cost 
of adopting! It is amazing how 
much it costs to adopt a child 
whether from the U.S. 
(domestic adoption) or from 
overseas (international 
adoption).  It is competitive 
and costly, long and confusing.  
As we began to share with 
people where we were at, we 
caught wind of a no-fee 
adoption agency based out of 
a church in Redmond.  We 
went to an orientation at 
Antioch Bible Church for the 
Antioch Adoption program and 
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were confronted with the 
truth that there are children in 
our own community that don’t 
have a family.  

Upon that revelation we began 
pursuing adoption through the 
foster care system and the 
foster licensing agency 
OliveCrest.  The financial cost 
is almost zero, which is 
important to us as we are 
paying off student loan debts 
and are very conscious of 
stewarding our resources.  
That is not to say there is no 
“cost”.  There is a lot of 
mandated training and 
continuing education, 
interviews, inspections and 
background investigations 
which all cost time and effort.  
In light of our biblical call to 
love one another, protect 
orphans and help those in 
need we see these costs as 
having a great reward from an 
eternal perspective!  Did you 
know that if 1 family from 
every 3 churches in 
Washington state adopted an 
eligible kid from the foster 
system there would be no 
more kids in need of homes? 
Marinate on that for awhile.

I have to admit that I had a lot 
of presuppositions about 
children in the foster care 
system and the system itself.  I 
think it is pretty common.  
Foster kids are wild, rebellious, 
angry, dangerous, 
independent, mysterious, 
damaged, and the list goes on 
and on.  Fortunately our God 

is good and when we first 
started this journey into 
foster-adopt He reminded me 
that I am exactly all of those 
adjectives listed before.  The 
difference is that I had a family 
that loved me through the 
worst of it.  I stole, fought, 
bullied, drank, did drugs, hurt 
everyone around me and 
through it all I had a place to 
call home and four people to 

call my family.  A mom who 
prayed ceaselessly for me, a 
dad who was proud of me, a 
sister that admired me, and a 
brother that leapt into each 
footprint after me.  More than 
that I had the Father of the 
universe loving me throughout 
it all.  God called me out of the 
darkest throws of depravity 
and just plain loved me.  When 
I was the most soiled, 
unkempt, skittish, and 
damaged soul Christ begged 
me to become a child of God.  
He opened His home, showed 
me what true love is, showed 
me why discipline is different 
than punishment, showed me 
what family really means and 
that love is HARD but worth it!  
When I remember my story 
and the God who was capable 
of rescuing me, I quickly gain a 
righteous perspective of kids 
in the foster system.  These 
are kids who have no place to 
feel safe.  They are ruled by 

self-preservation and 
protection, constantly on 
guard and essentially little 
nomads as the system moves 
them around.  They need to be 
known and loved through it all.

What a glorious gift it is to be 
a part of a family!  I thank God 
that He is taking us along the 
scenic route to starting a 
family.  As we have been 

pursuing this for the past 
three years it seems at times 
that we should lose hope, that 
if ever there was a time that 
seemed perfect it came and 
went.  Yet over and over again 
God has been encouraging us 
through our family, life group, 
Smokey Point Community 
Church, and our friends across 
the world.  We believe we have 
partaken in the greatest gift of 
all, eternal life and 
reconciliation with our Abba.  
Heather and I only hope to 
honor our Lord by sacrificing 
what is comfortable for us and 
for the sake of love taking on 
what is unknown.  

                                      Brandon  Schmidt
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“We believe we have partaken in the greatest gift of 
all, eternal life and reconciliation with our Abba.”



More than that, I count all 
things to be loss in view of the 
surpassing value of knowing 
Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom 
I have suffered the loss of all 

things, and count them but 
rubbish so that I may gain 
Christ…that I may know Him 
and the power of His 
resurrection and the fellowship 
of His sufferings, being 
conformed to His death in 
order that I may attain to the 
resurrection from the dead. 
(Phil. 3:8, 10-11)

Most of us receive a variety of 
gifts during our lifetime; but 
none can compare to the gift 
of Christ. Those of us who put 
our faith in Him as Savior and 
Lord, receive the gift of 
salvation and a relationship 

with Christ. But, for those who 
know Jesus, there is the 
ongoing gift of knowing and 
experiencing fellowship with 
Jesus that comes through a 
daily walk with Him. This 
intimacy with Him is the 
substance of our walk that we 
cling to above all else in 
turmoil, or in peace, in health 
or in pain. As the Apostle Paul 
put it so beautifully, knowing 
Christ is the one thing of 
surpassing value. Sadly, many 
believers in Christ have 
received the gift of salvation, 
but miss out on the daily joy 
and strength of knowing and 
walking with Christ intimately.

Over the past year, a growing 
number of people have made 
the commitment to be 

discipled in developing that 
kind of daily intimacy with 
Jesus through time spent with 
Him in His Word. Using a 15-
week tool called One on One 
With God (a small group 
curriculum), many of these 
individuals, for the first time in 
their lives, have received the 
amazing gift of experiencing 
Christ as the one thing of 
surpassing value. They’ve done 
that as they’ve made a 
commitment to a daily pursuit 
of knowing better the One 
who knows them best. Their 
experience is not new; it is the 
rich gift countless believers 
have participated in down 
through the centuries – the 
surpassing treasure of 
increasing intimacy with Jesus 
that can only come through 
time spent with Him daily in 
His Word. Here are just a few 
of their stories.

Sarah
I started this summer with a 
deep desire to draw closer to 
God. How could I get closer? 
Initially I was praying for God 
to bring a mentor into my life 
for me. But my husband had 
started going through the One 
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The Gift of Knowing Christ in His Word



on One program and was 
loving it. When a friend 
mentioned she was taking the 
class also, I jumped on the 
chance to join in. I was hopeful 

that One on One would be a 
boot camp to set the daily habit 
of Bible reading for me. I rarely 
read my Bible, although I was 
very familiar with it from 
attending Bible College for two 
years after high school. I knew 
it was important – I just wasn’t 
doing it. I wanted to “improve 
myself” by getting into the 

habit of reading my Bible and 
praying so that I could be a 
better disciple, a better wife, a 
better mom.

I got way more than I 
bargained for from One on 
One. Instead of “improving 
myself,” God has used our 
consistent, every day, long 
times together to reveal to me 

how much I need Him, and how 
hypocritical and 
compartmentalized my life has 
been and remains. I see how I 
have not let Him permeate my 
entire life, and how every 
moment needs to be 
surrendered to Him. I see how I 
have accumulated so much 
head knowledge, but not let 

Him into my every thought, 

word, and action. I prayed this 
spring for a mentor to guide me 
through life and God answered 
me with Himself! Am I the 
“better” person I sought to be – 

who cares? What my deepest 
desire is now, is to know Him, 
and to find peace, joy, comfort, 
love, and so much more in the 
truth of His person; by knowing 
Him through His Word. It’s no 
longer about how “good” I am – 
but about how GOOD He is! I 
count it an amazing joy to be 
able to spend time with Him 

through His Word each 
morning, and I love getting to 
know Him better. I wish this joy 
for everyone! 

Pam 
Before starting One on One, I 
was struggling to stay in the 
Word and remain connected to 
the Body. I had lost my desire to 

serve. I knew that something 
was missing. I loved Jesus and 
believed He died for my sins 
and was raised from the dead. I 
had faith but I always felt 

lacking in one way or another. 
Fifteen weeks later, He is the 
center of my spiritual life, 
which is a moment-by-
moment, daily commitment. My 

life is richer from being in the 
Word daily. Through reading, 
hearing, studying, memorizing 
and meditating on His Word, 
He is showing me more and 
more who He is and what He 
expects from me. My desire to 
serve has returned and I seek 
His direction in where He 
wants me to be. I just love 

talking about Him and the Bible 
and what Christ is showing me 
that day. 

Nathan 
I remember a couple years ago, 
at the men's retreat, talking 
about this guy Dan and his 
Bible study stuff. I must admit 
that I wrote it off as "something 

good for the guy that can't get 
consistency in the Word". 
Thinking it was just another 
curriculum; since I was in solid 
small groups, consistently in 
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could be a better disciple, a better wife, a better 
mom.”



the Word, and had limited time 
with a young family I did not 
see a need for it personally.   
What brought it back on my 
radar was the stories of men 

changed at a core level with 
how they looked at the Bible 
and their motivation for 
reading it daily. Men are a hard 
group to reach. It was the 
variety of men talking about 
the impact it made that 
grabbed my curiosity. Right 
about that time Dan 
approached me and said that 

he was looking for disciple-
makers. Figuring that this was 
God appointed, my response 
could only be yes in obedience.   
After sitting down and talking 
about God's faithfulness in our 
lives, I was ready for the 
challenge of One on One. One 
of the things that I looked 
forward to was the very 

intentional, no holds barred  
teaching approach. What I was 
surprised about was the level in 
which I was personally 
challenged and encouraged by 
the One on One book. I was 
permanently shaped in how I 
will do "strategic times" with 
God till He calls me home.

I absolutely love how all time in 
the Word is approached with 

the Picture, Ponder, Prayer + 
journal method. I started the 
class using my strategic time 
primarily studying God's Word 
to glean truth. I was missing a 

simple, repeatable approach to 
quiet times. One on One’s 
approach of Picture, Ponder, 
Pray helps protect the person 
from making random personal 
interpretations of the text while 
consistently driving the person 
to apply the truths they are 
being confronted with. The 
structure of the reading plan is 

also one of the best that I have 
seen. I love how the daily 
reading is two different OT 
texts, a chapter in Proverbs, 
and a NT text. It is really well 

thought-out and has me excited 
to follow it. The most powerful 
thing is the focus of 
Philippians. 3:10 and how it is 
not only the foundation, but the 
framework for the entire 
course. You are not reading 
God's word for the mere sake of 
reading. You are driven to it in 

order to know, glorify, and 
become more like Christ. 
Reading the Bible is not the 
goal, checking off a to-do list is 
not the goal, being a "better" 

Christian is not even the goal. 
It is clear from start to finish 
that Christ is the goal. And I 
love that. 

I started One on One a person 
that got into God's word daily 
most often to study it. Over 
time the Bible had become a bit 
of a textbook; required reading 

for the course of Christian life. 
The 15 weeks of One on One has 
gently and firmly refocused my 
time in the Word. Rather than 
being work, time in God’s Word 

is a well; a chance to meet 
Christ, and lay myself at His 
feet. 

Debbie
Fifteen weeks ago when I began 
One on One, I would say I was 
someone who desperately 
wanted a deeper relationship 
with God, but was depending 

Smokey Point Community Church | The Loop  15  

“Reading the Bible is not the goal, checking off a to-
do list is not the goal, being a "better" Christian is 
not even the goal. It is clear from start to finish that 
Christ is the goal. And I love that.”



on myself to get there. I believed 
in Jesus Christ, believed He 
paid the penalty for my sins 

and that my acceptance of Him 
was the only way into heaven. 
Yet even knowing that, I still 
wanted to control my life. I was 
very dependent on my own 

strength. If I wanted something, 
I felt I needed to make it 
happen. Through One on One, I 
have learned that apart from 
God, I can do nothing. The 
thing that made the biggest 
difference for me is recognizing 
how much pride I had. I don’t 
know that it was as much a 
power struggle for me as it was 

admitting that I don’t bring 
anything to the table. I am very 
much humbled; and that’s the 
way it should be. I don’t want to 
be a prideful person. If there is 
any good in me, it is because of 
Jesus Christ. More of Him and 
less of me is my prayer now. It 
isn’t through my power, but 
through the power of the Holy 

Spirit inside me. I am faithful 
to spend time with the Lord 
each day, which I was not 
before. In fact, if I miss a day, I 

am quick to figure out what 
happened so I can have a battle 
plan for the following days, 

even if it means getting up a 
little earlier; because going 
through the day without 
meeting with Him is just not an 
option anymore. One on One 

has changed my life because it 
has changed my relationship 
with my Heavenly Father. 
Praise, honor and glory be to 
Him! 

Dwayne
Before One on One with God I 
was in God’s Word but I wasn’t 
meditating on it or learning 

much.  So I wasn’t applying it 
to my life - so I wasn’t 
becoming more like Jesus.  I 
was trying to trust God with 
every area of my life but I 
would always hold onto 
something, I wasn’t yielding my 
life to Jesus or focusing on Him 
as the center of my life.  I 
wasn’t obedient to God and His 

Word.

Now I’m in His Word daily, 
meditating on it, learning, and 
my desire is to be more like 
Jesus, to be transformed like 
Jesus as in Phil. 3:10.  It’s all 

Jesus working in my life, I’m 
yielding daily to Him, and 
allowing His love and Spirit to 
live in me.  I desire to be 
obedient to Jesus and with His 
help, I am turning the control 
of my life to Him.  I’m thankful 
for this time in one on one with 
God.  Jesus knew I needed this 
change in my life for Him.  It’s 

all Jesus, none of me.  I’m weak, 
He is strong.  I’m a sinner saved 
by His grace and mercy.  I can’t 
earn my salvation, it’s a gift 
from God, and Jesus did it all.

With Jesus in control of my life 
anything is possible.  I want to 
be used by Him for His glory.  I 
want to share Jesus with others, 
according to His plan for my 

life.  I need to be ready and 
willing to share, and with Jesus 
I will.  My desire is to love Jesus 
with all of my heart, soul, and 
mind and to love my neighbor 
as myself.
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“With Jesus in control of my life anything is 
possible.  I want to be used by Him for His glory.”
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Celebrations

Baptized on 
September 16th, 2012

Brent Bergstrom
Jon Bergstrom
Stefanie Booth

Justin Cumming
Tabitha Marquardt

Emily Maywood
Antonio McKinny-Diaz

Katie Miller
Jacob Ragonesi
Joseph Schmidt
Sophia Strong
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Dedicated on 
October 13/14

Angel Evans
Grayson Maywood
Maddison Schmidt
Emmett Stewart



Stars, solar systems, 
nebulae , and galaxies 
streamed past Gabriel as he 
flew, single in mind  and 
purpose, towards his 
destination. His quest was 
urgent and had been given 
him from the Throne itself: 
Deliver the message. He was 
so consumed with love for 
the Father, basking the glory 
and radiance of the Presence, 
and so filled with honor at 
having been chosen for this 
special assignment that he 
almost collided with the entity 
that had materialized directly 
in his path. 

“Where are you going, little 
angel?” the demon hissed.

“I am on my way to Earth. As 
I’m sure you already know, the 
Infiltration has been successful 
and I have a message to deliver 
as a result. It is from the 
Throne of Almighty God 
Himself, and it is urgent, so 
stand aside.”

Actually, the whole realm of 
demonic activity was well 
aware of what Gabriel spoke. 
They knew of the Infiltration 
and their ranks resonated with 
fear and doubt since learning 
the news. But this particular 

demon was not going to be 
intimidated so easily.

“I think not, my old friend. 

Perhaps you should give me 
the message and then I will 
decide whether or not to allow 
you to pass. There’s always the 
slight chance that I will let you 
go intact if the message 
pleases me. I am feeling 
benevolent lately.”

“Benevolence is not something 
you are capable of,” and Gabriel 
started to reply in like kind 
with “my old friend,” but 
thought better of it. “We were 
once friends, that much is true. 
We were Comrades. Brothers 
before the Throne, worshiping 
the Tri-unity together. That 
did not have to change, save 
that you gave your allegiance 
to Lucifer the Fallen instead of 
the Creator of all life. No. You 
are not benevolent and you are 
no friend.”

“Too bad, little angel.” 
countered the demon. “I had 

hoped that by now you might  
see with greater clarity the 
freedom from tyranny that I 
and the others have found in 

Lucifer. But you still blindly 
follow Yaweh. So be it. Now, 

divulge the message and await 
your sentence.”

Gabriel was fighting mad now, 
but had to laugh at the 
audacity of his enemy. 

“You think that you have 
freedom? You have only 
chosen a different master, and 
chosen poorly at that! If you 
doubt, you have only to think 
what punishment awaits you if 
you return to him now empty-
handed. As for the message, 
gladly will I declare it to you. I 
have been commissioned to 
deliver terms of surrender.”

It was the demon’s turn to 
laugh. 
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The WellA CHRISTMAS STORY FROM 
PASTOR MIKE 

“They are not terms for your surrender, fallen one. 
They are for the Image. And whether you will it or 
not, the day is coming when you will bow the knee to 
the Author of Life in submission, just before you are 
cast forever into the Lake of Fire.” 



“Terms of surrender? Ha! 
Surely you know that we will 
never surrender to you or to 
Him. But you will cry for mercy 
when we’ve won the victory, 
little angel,” and his voice 
trailed off into a snarl as he 
moved his facer closer to 
Gabriel’s and placed a crooked 
talon on the hilt of his scimitar.
“You may be an archangel, but 
I am not alone!” and as he 
spoke, five more demons of 
equal size materialized, blades 
drawn and glowing with a dull 
red incandescence. 

“They are not terms for your 
surrender, fallen one. They are 
for the Image. And whether 
you will it or not, the day is 
coming when you will bow the 
knee to the Author of Life in 
submission, just before you are 
cast forever into the Lake of 
Fire. Logos has declared it and 
no word of His will ever go 
astray!” 

Gabriel was radiant now, full of 
the glory of the Father, 
confident in His love and 
power, and he added, “Neither 
am I alone…”

And as he spoke, the darkness 
of empty space was suddenly 
flooded with a brilliance that 
made the demons wince in 
pain. Blinded, they turned in 
flight, but were cut down as 
they fled by the legions of 
warring angels that rallied 
behind Gabriel. With swords 
drawn, they proceeded 

unhindered and undaunted 
towards their destination.

***

The men in the field that night 
were about their normal 
routine. There was nothing to 
indicate that tonight would be 
any different from the 
hundreds of other nights that 
they and their fathers and their 
father’s fathers had spent 
doing the same job. 
Shepherding was dirty 
business, and they were 
considered unclean as a result. 
Ironic that the ones who gave 
their lives to protect and 
provide the sacrifice for the 
people were all too often 
banned from participating in 
the ritual. But those thoughts 
were far from them this night, 
for there had been sightings of 
wolves in recent weeks. A 
sheep from a neighboring flock 
had wandered off two nights 
hence, and the ravaged carcass 
found the next morning. 
Everyone was alert and on 
guard. Eyes were adjusted to 
what little moonlight was 
shining that night, watching 
the hills and horizon for signs 
of movement that might 
indicate danger to their flocks. 
This is why the sudden sign 
that appeared in the heavens 
caught them by complete 
surprise. 

The sky was suddenly ablaze 
with a great light. The 
shepherds huddled together, 

wincing, shielding their eyes 
from the radiance. Then, from 
the midst of the light, a voice…

“Fear not, you who are the 
Image of God. I bring Gospel to 
you this night – good news for 
all mankind. The war is decided 
and victory is at hand. Daystar 
has infiltrated the kingdom of 
darkness and will ransom and 
redeem you from the hand of 
the enemy. Go to the city of 
David and see this thing that 

has come to pass. You will find 
Logos Emmanuel lying in a 

feeding trough.”

Then, just as the shepherd’s 
eyes had almost adjusted to 
the light, it was magnified a 
hundred times over as the 
legions of warring angels 
appeared with Gabriel in the 
night sky. With swords drawn 
and held aloft, they lifted their 
voices together and the sound 
was like the crashing of waves 
upon the shore. A terrible, 
raging tempest, but also more 
beautiful and ethereal than any 
music sung in the tongues of 
men.

“Praise to the Almighty – 
He who is 
without 

beginning and 
end! 

Praise to Him in 
every realm of 

existence 
and before His 

throne. 
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And here on 
earth, praise 

Him, 
you who are 
made in His 

Image!
 He offers you 

peace, if you will 
surrender to 

Him.
Render unto the 
Lord of Heaven
 that which is 
rightfully His: 
your very lives, 

and you will have 
His peace 

and favor upon 
you.

 Choose ye this 
night whom you 

will serve!”
 

And then, as suddenly and 
unexpectedly as they had first 
come into view, they were 
gone, and darkness enveloped 
the shepherds once more. 
Without a second thought, 
they began groping about, 
adjusting their eyes to the 
shadows once more. They 
quickly made their way from 
the sheepfolds on the hillside 
to the little town whose name 
means “House of Bread” to see 
Him who was born that night, 
the Bread of Life.

Mike Satterfield
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MEDICAL SUPPLIES FOR 
NATIONS IN NEED

During 2012, Rescue has 
continued to fulfill it's 
mission of being a valuable 
asset to missionary doctors 
by shipping approximately 
4,500 pounds of salvaged 
medical supplies to ten 
different destinations 
around the world.  In 
addition, approximately 100 
pounds has been hand 
carried to local free clinics.

After picking up supplies 
from clinics and hospitals in 
Bellingham, Everett, 
Monroe, Kirkland and 
Wenatchee, how do we 
decide where to send them?  
Our first priority is to offer 
items to our CMA hospitals 
in Gabon, Guinea and Mali.  
What they do not select, we 
offer to other Christian 
doctors that God has led us 
to in Swaziland, Kenya, 
Papua New Guinea, Ethiopia, 
Haiti, and Honduras.  When 
there are still remaining 
items, we contact Christian 
clinics here at home, such as 

Safe Harbor Free clinic in 
Stanwood (operated by 
Camano Chapel) and Puget 
Sound Christian Clinic in 
Seattle (operated by North 
Seattle Alliance Church).  
These clinics are run by 
local doctors and nurses 
that donate their time to 
treat the physical and 
spiritual needs of people 
right here in our own 
communities.  They are 
always extremely grateful 
for any donated supplies 
and it is a joy to pass on to 
them any items Rescue 
collects that are not useful 
overseas. 

Sometimes, members from 
SPCC go on short term 
mission trips and request 
supplies to help them in 

their ministry.  A recent 
donation to Steve Robinson 
generated this response:
  “On behalf of the Romania 
Mission Team, I want to 
thank your organization so 
very much for the medical 
supplies you donated.  We 
held 10 clinics in remote 
gypsy villages.  We 
were able to treat them, give 
them vitamins, other over-
the-counter medicine and 
life straws to treat their 
physical conditions.  More 
importantly, we were able to 
share the Gospel with them 
to treat their spiritual health!  
Thanks again, 
Steve Robinson”

Then being true to our 
mission of being a good 
steward of all God has 
provided and not wasting 
one item, we share any 
remaining supplies that 
would be usable in the 
animal kingdom to local wild 
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life centers (Sarvey) and pet 
rescues (NOAH). 

Thank you to all who have 
partnered with Rescue's 
mission this past year—
either by monetary donation 
toward shipping costs or by 
time spent in collecting, 
sorting and packing salvaged 
items.  It is a joy and 
privilege to partner together 
to be a valuable asset to 
missionary doctors around 
the world.  To God be the 
glory!

All medical supplies are 
donated, all the labor is 
volunteer, and all monetary 
contributions to Rescue 
are tax deductible and used 
exclusively for shipping 
expenses.  If you would like to 
contribute in any way, 
contact Debi Foster at 
360-654-8513.
 
17531 24th Avenue NW, 
Arlington, WA  98223 

or send your donation to:

Rescue
c/o SPCC 
P.O. Box 3247, 
Arlington, WA  98223.

rescuemeds@frontier.com
rescuemeds.org
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About two years ago our littlest of 
preschoolers were introduced to a 
very special friend, Jeff Foster, 
whom they call Grampa Goofball.  
It has been a privilege serving with 
him, watching him build 
relationships with our 2 and 3 year 
olds, and seeing God use him to 
help us create a welcoming and 
comfortable atmosphere for God 
to be at work with our little ones.  I 
asked him to share a little about 
himself, his family, and serving in 
Children’s ministry!
“My wife Debi and I started attending 
Smokey Point in 1983. As you can imagine 
we have seen a lot of changes in the time 
we’ve attended.  Debi became a member 
soon after we started attending; I 
managed to drag my feet for awhile, like 
for 30 years. I always used owning a 
business or work to get in the way of my 
commitment. Well, I finally ran out of 
excuses, and became a member a few 
years ago. 

We have raised three great kids and really 
enjoyed doing so. The bonus that I didn’t 
know about was that someday I would 
become a “Grampa”.  For those of you that 
are in the day to day battle of raising your 
kids take heart, there is a silver lining. 
Someday you too can become a 
grandparent. We now have 6 
grandchildren. The first two happened to 
hang the name of “Grampa Goofball” on 
me, not sure why, but I’m sure it is well 
deserved. The second 

(Pictured above, Jeff Foster (AKA Grampa 
Goofball) and his granddaughter Evelyn)

to the last grandchild was staying with us 
for the weekend some time ago and it was 
my duty to see her over to the “Beavers” 
classroom for two year olds. I thought it 
would be a good idea to get down on the 
floor to acclimate her to the classroom. 
She was off like a shot to play with the 
kitchen and before I knew I had two little 
ones in my lap. We were right in the 
middle of a couple of sermons about 
serving. I had been wondering how I might 
be able or where I might be able to serve.  
Here it was right in front of me. 

I can now be Grampa Goofball to 15 
different grand kids a week. The cool thing 
is watching them grow up; the hard thing 
is having them go on to the next class. I 
know I’ve done my job when a little one 
cries when Momma leaves them in our 
care and then cries when its time to be 
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picked up because they felt comfortable 
with us.

I would like to quote the Bible and talk 
about how we are to take care of the little 
ones and say that is why I spend time 
every Sunday morning with them but I 
wouldn’t be entirely honest with you. I do 
it because I really enjoy them. They are a 
lot of fun!” 

As a teacher serving alongside Jeff, it is 
amazing to see him welcome in a tearful 
child in such a way that those tears turn to 
giggles and parents can walk away 
knowing their child is going to be just fine!   
I have seen kids come into the Beaver’s 
class looking specifically for Grampa 
Goofball and lighting up when they see 
him!   It is a gift to have Jeff in our 
classroom.  Having a “Grampa” figure is 
such a cool thing for some of these 
children and all this happens because God 
is using Jeff and his willing heart to be a 
welcoming light of comfort and care.  
Thank you Jeff for serving in such a 
meaningful way!   

                Diona Ries
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Children’s Ministries
THANK YOU!

A huge thank you to all of our kids who participated 
and all of the volunteers who gave their time and 
efforts to this year’s musical, “Dude, You Hear What I 
Hear?” We couldn’t have done it without you!

Reflections on Counting the Cost
“God has given us some cool prizes 

(children, jobs, homes, friends, etc) but 
then He says ‘Hey, how about you not 
hold on to all those gifts and you go for 

what I have for you behind door 
#2?‘This series caused me to think, do 

I trust God that He is faithful in what 
He says? Do I choose door #2?”

Tamie Edens

“There are so many blessings that God has 
blessed us with in the past four months. 
One of the many blessings is joy, peace, 
and God’s healing hand as we see little 

improvements every day.”

Matthew Sheppard

“...I have faith that God is going to 
provide everything necessary to 

achieve His purposes even though 
He doesn’t/hasn’t shown me where 
these resources are. I simply wait.”

Carson Tavenner

“So, surrender? Attachments? What holds 
me back from following Him? Not much 
now... most has been stripped away, but 
I’m learning the hard way that things are 
not as important as we make them out to 
be. They enslave us and have the ability 

to distract us from the main thing, the only 
REAL thing... the only REAL ONE- Jesus.”

Anonymous
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